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CHAPTER XXIII
Taken Alive

S NIGHT 'fell a warrior fiom the
.pslnce of Ja-l- sllnptjil into the

nmni ffrAiinna. iin mKue ma tvut iu
the lr nrlests were nuartcred.

His presence aroused no suspicion, ns It
wj not unusual for warriors to have
hnibuti within the temple. He came at
lilt to a chamber where several priests
were conKrccatod nftcr the evening
meil. The rltei and peremonles of the
Mtrflte had been concluded nnd there
wi nothing more of a religious nnttire
to make call upon their time until the
ritu at sunrise.

Now the warrior knew, ns In fart
Mirlf alt n know, thnt there
mj no atronc bond between the temple
ud the palace nt Ja-lu- r and thnt Jn-d- B

only sulfered the presence of the
priests and permitted their rruei nun
ikhorrent.actn bcrnuse of the fnct thnt
these things hnd been the ruitom of tlic

of n for rountles
nei, and rash Indeed must have been

the man nho would hnve nttempted to
Interfere with the priests or their cerem-

onies. That never entered the
temple wns well known, and thnt Ills
high priest never entered the pnlnne. but
the people came to the temple with their
Wtlve offerings, nnd the sncrlfires were
made night and mornini; ns in cverj
other temple in

The warrior knew these things, knew
them better perhaps thnn n simple warr-
ior should hnve known them. And so
It wis here in the temple that ho lookeo
or the aid that he sought In the carrv-Ii- f

out of whatever design he hnd.
As he entered the apartment where

w priests were he greeted turn miu-- i

tie manner which wns customary In
but nt tho same time he
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lur ns they had nppronched it the pre-
vious day; nnd he was the same war-
rior who hnd entered the temple a
hort hour before, but the faces of his

fellows wero unfamiliar, even to one
another, since it is seldom thnt n priest
removes his hideous headdress in the
presenco even of his associates.

Silently they lifted the hangings that
hid the interior of the room from tho
view of those who passed through the
Corridor, and stealthily slunk within.
Upon a pile of furs In n far corner lay
the sleeping form of Lady Grcystoke.
Tho bdre feet of the Intruders gave
forth no sound ns they crossed the
stone floor toward her. A ray of moon-
light entering through a window near
her couch shone full upon her, revealing
tho beautiful contours of an arm and
shoulder in cameo-dlstlnctne- against
the dark furry pelt benenth which she
slept, and the perfect profile that was
turned toward the skulking three.

Hut neither tho beauty nor the help-
lessness of the aloeper aroused such senti-
ments ot passion or pity aa might stir
in tho breasts of normal men. To the
three prlcBts she wns but a lump of
clay, nor could they conceive aught of
that passion which had aroused men
to Intrigue nnd to murder for posse-aio- n

of this beautiful American girl,
nnd which even now was Influencing
the destiny of undiscovered n.

Upon the floor of the chamber were
numerous poltn, nnd an the leader of
tho trio came close to tho sleeping
woman be stooped and gathered up one
of the smaller of there. Standing close
to her head he held the mg outspread
nbove her fneo. "Now," ho whispered,
and simultaneously he throw the rug
over the woman's head hnd his two fel-

lows leaped upon hor, seising her arms
nnd pinioning her body while their
lender stifled her cries with tho furry
pelt. Quickly nnd silently they bound
her wrists and gagged her, and dur-In- n

the brief time that their work re
quired thoro was no sound that might
have been heard by occupants of tho
ndjolnlng apartments.

Jorklng her roughly to her feet, they
forced her toward, a window, but ehe
refused to walk, throwing herself In
stead upon the floor. Thoy were very
angry and would have resorted to cruel-
ties to compel her obedience, but dared
not, since the wrath of Lu-do- n might
fall heavily upon whoever mutilated his
fnlr prise.

And bo they were forced to lift nnd
enrry her bodily. Nor was the task nny
frlnecure. since the cnptlve kicked nnd
Ktrugglcd br best "die might, making
their labors ns nrduous ns potelble.
Hut finally tlu-- succeeded ln getting
her through the window nnd Into tho
garden beyond, where one of the two
pilests from th'.' .Ta-l- temple directed
their stops townrd a small barred gnto-wa- y

in the south wnll of the enclosure.
Immediately beyond this a flight of

Btono stnlrs led downward townrd the
river, and at the foot of tho stalrR vcro
moored several cances. l'nn-K- nt hnd
Indeed teen foitunnte in enlisting aid
from those who knew the temple and
the palace so well, or otherwise he
might never hnve escaped from Ja-l-

with his enpthe. Plncing the woman
in the bottom of n light canoe Pan-s- at

entered it nnd tool; up the paddle.
Ills companions unfastened tho moor-
ings nnd dicvcd the little crnfl out into
the curiont of the stream. Thir trait-
orous work completed, they turned nnd
retraced their toward the templn.
while P.it-M- t. pa'ddllng strongly with
the current, moved rapidly down tho
river that would carry liiin to the Jad-ben-l-

nnd r.

The moon hnd set and the eastern
horimn still cno no hint of npproach-in- c

dnv us n lone file of warriors wound
Menthilv through the ilnikncss Into the

of r. Their plans were nil
In til unil there Feeined no likelihood of
iliclr mis arriniro.

A messenger had been disjiatched to
Ta-il-- whose forces in northwest, ot
tin. .ltv. Tnrznn. with a small con
tingent, wns to enter the temple
ihvoiiirli the Hecret miHsnKewuy. the lo
cation of which hu alone knew, while
.ln-do- "with the greater proportion of
the warriors, was to nttacU tho palace
gntes.

The nne-mn- lending his little band
moved stealthily through the winding
alleys of r, nrrivlng undetected at
the building which hid the entrnnce to
the s"not passageway, iiusbpoi, oemg
hist nrnteclpil hv tho fact that Its exist
ence was unknown to others than the
priests, was unguarded. To facilitate
the pabsage of his little company
through the narrow winding, uneven
tunnel. Tarznn lighted a torch which
hnd been brought for the purpose and
preceding his warriors led the way
toward the temple.

Thnt he could accomplish much once
he reached tho inner chambers of the
temple with his little bnnd of picked
warriors the npe-ma- n was confident,
since nn nttnrk nt thlH point would
bring confusion nnd consternntlon to
the uisllv overpowered priests, and
permit Tarznn to attack the palace
forces ln thrt rear at the same time that
Jii-dn- n engaged th-- at the palace gates,
while Tn -- den nnd his forces Bwnrmed
the northern walls. Great vnlue had
been placed bv .Ta-do- u on the moral ef-

fect of the 's mysterious
iipliciirmiip In the heiut of the temple,
and he had urged Tnraan to tnke every
advantage of the old chieftain's belief
that many of 's wnrrlors still
wavered In their allegiance between the
high priest nnd the o, being
held to the former more by the fear
which ho engendered In the breasts of
nil his followers thnn by any love or
loyalty they might feel townrd him.

There Is a pioverb set-
ting forth n truth similar to thnt con-

tained in the old Scotch adage that
"The limt laid schemes o' mlco nnd men
gang aft Freely translated It
might read. "lie who follows the right
trull sometimes reaches the wione ilcs
tlnatlon," nnd such apparently wns the
fate that lay in the footsteps of the
creat chieftain of the north and his
godlike ally.

Tnrznn. more fnmlllnr with the wind-
ings of the corridors than his fellows
and having the advantage of the full
light of the torch, which at best was
but a dim nnd fflckerlng nffulr, was
some distance abend of the others, nnd
in his keen anxiety to close with the
enemy ho gavo too llttlo thought to
those who weie to support him. Nor
Is this strange, since from childhood
the ape-ma- n hnd been accustomed to
fight the battles of life single-hande- d

so thnt It had become habitual for him
to depend solely upon his own cunning
nnd prowoss.

And so It was that he came Into the
upper corridor from which opened the
chambers of Iu-do- n and tho lesser
pilests far In advance of his wnrrlors,
and ns he turned Into this corridor with
Its dim cressets Dickering somberly, he
saw another enter it from a corridor
before him a warrior hnlf carrying,
half dragging tho figure of a woman.
Instantly Tnrzan recognized the gagged
and fettered captive whom he find
thought safe In the palace of n nt

Ja-lu- r.

The warrior with the woman hnd seen
Tarzan at the same Instant that the
Intter had discovered him. He heard
the low benstllko growl that broke from
the ape-man- 's lips as he sprang for-

ward to wrest his mate from her cap-
tor and wreak upon him the vengeance
that wns In the Tnrmnnganl'H savago
heart. Across the corridor from Pan-s- at

wuh the entrance to a smaller cham-
ber. Into (his he leaped carrying the
woman with hlm ,
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